18                             SIR  PHEROZESHAH  MEHTA
Mangesh Wagle went to Baroda as Chief Judge in the wake of
Dadabhai Naoroji who was appointed prime minister of the
Gaekwad; and poor Bennett developed homicidal mania and com-
mitted suicide. One by one they all disappeared, some to meet again
under different circumstances, and in different surroundings. As one
who cherished vivid recollections of those unforgettable days wrote,
"crowds indeed have since come and gone and filled Pherozeshah's
chambers, but never did the flavour and fragrance of the familiar
intercourse of the old circle of those happy early days return; other
times succeeded, and other men and manners/'
The time during which Pherozeshah had to cool his heels was not
wasted by him. He was very regular in his attendance in the various
courts, and assiduous in his study of text-books and reports. He
attracted to himself the favourable notice of Justices Westropp and
Bailey, the latter of whom was very sympathetic and hospitable to
the little contingent of Indian barristers. Off the Court, Pherozeshah
amused himself by writing in various journals, including The Indian
Statesman, a paper founded by that " Bayard of Indian Journalism,"
Robert Knight. He set himself up occasionally as a dramatic critic,
being fond of the theatre, and once invited on himself a very
scurrilous attack from one of the outraged dramatists whom he had
criticized. With the aid of Dady Patel, a scion of a very respectable
family, with whom theatricals were an obsession, he stage-managed
several amateur performances got up in aid of local charities.
By slow degrees, work began to flow in the direction of Pheroze-
shah and his friends. The atmosphere which surrounded the young
men began to be less frigid, as gradually Anstey, Mariott, Mac-
pherson, Scoble and others showed themselves friendly to them. The
process of climbing up was, nevertheless, somewhat slow, and in the
struggle several gave up practice at the Bar, and succumbed to the
little temptations that were held out to them. In this way, some of
the close and constant companions of Pherozeshah were snapped up,
and the Bar knew them no more. From the first, Pherozeshah, con-
fident in his abilities, had determined not to be turned aside by any
considerations whatsoever from the pursuit of his profession. As he
himself once said at a gathering in his honour, "an eminent member
of Government, a most broad-minded man and a man of high